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these points, there should be no slackening of
perseverance for two hours.

Drowning was at one time a legal method
of execution in Great Britain, particularly for
women. It survived in Scotland until 1685,
and in Switzerland until 1652. The water-
test was also a common method of ascertain-
ing the guilt or innocence of supposed witches.
If the wretched victim floated, she was held
to be a witch; if she sank, she was innocent.
Consult Fisher's A Manual of Artificial Res-
piration (1923).

Druce Case arose because the 5th duke of
Portland (1800-79), a man of retired habits,
was thought to have led a double life, and
was alleged to be the same person as T. C.
Druce, a prosperous upholsterer of Baker
Street, London, who was supposed to have
died in 1804. In order to contest the Port-
land title and estates, Mrs. Druce, widow of
the son of the above Druce, brought a law
suit on behalf of her son, and, declaring that
the funeral of T. C. Druce was a mock one,
demanded that the grave should be opened
(1897). This request was refused. Proceed-
ings in the law courts followed. When an
American witness named Caldwell came for-
ward and declared that he had been present
at a mock burial (1907), the grave was
opened. All doubts were set at rest when the
body of T. C. Druce was found in his coffin.

Drugget, a woolen fabric or felt, the heav-
ier kinds of which are used as a border for
carpet squares, for covering carpets, and
sometimes even in place of a carpet.

Drug Habits. The most important habit-
forming drugs are certain narcotics, such as
opium and its derivatives, morphine, codeine,
and heroin; cocaine; and certain hypnotics,
such as antipyrine, antifebrine, medinal, sul-
phonal, trional, veronal, etc., which are de-
rived from coal tar. The practice of taking
drugs without medical prescription has un-
fortunately grown very prevalent in recent
years; and as these drugs are readily ob-
tained in convenient tabloid form, an increas-
ing number of persons each year fall victims
to the serious and often fatal habit of self-
medication. Toleration for very large doses
is arrived at by degrees.

Among the women of Constantinople, drug
addiction is said to be so common as to be
almost a matter of fashion; and presents are
made of syringes, with silver and jewelled
cases, so that reciprocal injections of mor-
Dnine can be made. The morphine habit is
said to have been widely prevalent in Paris

also, but to have considerably declined in
recent years.
Introduction to the seductive influences o!
these drugs can frequently be traced to their
administration by a medical practitioner for
the relief of pain, melancholia, or insomnia.
A great responsibility, therefore, rests with
physicians who have recourse to morphine,
cocaine, alcohol, etc., as therapeutic agents.
In the case of morphine and cocaine the
diagnosis, or rather the detection, of the
habit is not always easy in cases in which
the practice is concealed or unsuspected. No
reliance whatever can be placed on the pa-
tient's statements, as he acquires by dint of
the habit the power of vigorous and sus-
tained deception, with at times considerable
ingenuity. Heroin, barbituric acid deriva-
tives', the sulphonal group of hypnotics, ha-
shish, chloral, ether, and chloroform have all
been observed to form habits causing mental
and moral deterioration, usually progressive.
But the overwhelmingly powerful influence
of opium and its derivatives morphine and
heroin, and cocaine and substances corning
from it, best exemplify the dangers of drug
addiction. The Opium Committee of the
League of Nations has been active in efforts
to control the trade in opium. (See OPIUM.)
In the United States, a Federal law, known
as the Harrison Anti-Narcotic Act, became
effective on March i, 1915. This law regu-
lates and limits the inter-State traffic in
harmful drugs. In New York State a drastic
measure, known as the Boylan law, regulat-
ing the sale of opium, chloral, cocaine, and
heroin, went into effect on April 14, 1914.
It prohibits their sale except on the pre-
scription of duly licensed persons, and pro-
vides for registration of prescriptions. For
hospitals and care of drug victims in New
York, see NEW YORK CITY.
Drugs, any animal, vegetable, or mineral
substance used medicinally for internal ad-
ministration. See PHARMACOPOEIA ; PATENT
MEDICINES ; PURE FOOD AND DRUG LAW.
Druids, a caste of priests among the Gauls
and other Celts of Western Europe, Britain
was at one time the chief school for Con-
tinental aspirants to Druidism. Human sac-
rifice formed one of the leading features of
their quinquennial festivals. Caesar thus de-
scribes the character and functions of the
Druids:
'The Druids take no part in warfare; nor
do they pay taxes like the rest of the people,
they are exempt from military service, and